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Fog dhe Possise 1 Elmless Publicetion “Blame Chauvenet

This is the last of eight stencils, carved out in hurried
and strikovered frenzy on January Ath, 1945, in the hopeful expectat-
ion of having the issue completed 1then Lariy Shaw, Felix Wilsey and
Lloyd llpaugh aere due to put in en appeerence and’ establish the first
historic occurrence of a Boundbrookom, ADVT See gala Spring issue of
Sardonyx for e sensetional (2} revort of this amazing event, .DVT.

It is my hope to chisel the USPO by forcing Larry to stagger back to
NY after the convention, laden with the full weight of thissue of
SLRDONYX,

THOO

FPor sone years past, certain eberrant cultists among the
otherwise pure ranks of fandom have promoted a pair of degenerate
creeds Known (dlslrespectlvely as FooFeoo and Ghu, I% would be idle
waste of our readers' valuable time to discuss the tawdry preten-
sions of these discredited sects, It is sufficient indicatiom of
the emptiness of thelr creeds, that the chief efforts of the infected
fanatics have been devoted to exalting various human or semi-humean
entities, under the terms of ‘ghod’, *thigh-priest!, and so on, Thus
they condemm themselves, and the seeker of truth must twn elsewhere
far the power abgve fand&m.

THOO * in ull hith majethty ith thith power, nor may earth
man Qr maidemn pretend to thpeak for THOO; nawk, thothe who are devoted
to THOC mutht be humble and pure of heart. THOO in hith kindneth
hath givem uth two great boonth and one minor but comforting one,
Firtht; thothe who with reathon dread to approach the Power Over
Fendom, knowing that if they fail the tetht they must thare the
Doom Thet Came to Tharnath, have been granted the right to addreth -
their prayerth to Thuvia ol" Ptarth, belovedthpirltual dsughter of
THOO, ashner nune indicctedlh, Thecond thothe who vwith to thwear
allegianth to THOO- may perform the dread rituel at high noon of the
Shmmmersdholthtith, and rethieve the right, gronted to nythelf only
for thith thingle nuracrunh to ekthpmeth their loyalty to THOO by
ethchewing that thinuouth therpontlne letter of our langusasge which
I have been alloved to ékthithe from thethe thententheth, Ath you
path through life, you will often notith shuch people ouletly fole-
lowing the way of THOO, Finally, when tired or dithcoursged or
fruthtrated by enything, THOO permitth you to inwoke hith aid by @
thingle, fervent-elithelamathyun of “THOO(" ° L1l thith he doth for
Ye: _Be grate ful, fandom}

MELANGE: From the Fell F.NDAGO, (poddun, FANDANGO, that wes QUITE

unintentional); pR: ",..Lleiber interested himself in browsing thru
the renarkable librery, removing now this, now that volume, from
a heaven laden shelf,® Its not only remerkable it must be pretty -

wonderfull.......,FhNTODS &, p 16. ".pe and humen intelligence....:
not of the same order,* Obgectlon. Grounds+ Smart ape is more
intelligent than dwib man {ie imbecile, or even idiot), Don't forget
Louls Kuslan's famed warccy: "Boual Riphts for Chimpanzeesi" X0X




The Element of Fantesy (Continued):

1

~ Since the brief sketch-in the-last isgsue is obviously -only
the most cursory introduction to the subject, it may be nromising to
continue our inquiry., To sey. thet readers of fantasy, in particular t
fantasy fen, are those having the ability to integrate the elements of
a Tantasy into a .nrowner whole does not really tell us much, What we
are particularly interested in is” the neture of fantesy itself, and
the sources of its apneal to our and other minds, The validity of any
conclusions draym will devnend to a lePge extent on the investigator's
experience in dealing with not only fantasy but also non-fantasy meter-
isl, end T would like to bleme tle necessary shortcomnings of tle fol-
lowing discussion upon the limitations of ny experience in both fields,
{That's much less distressing than to supnose a failure to grasn the
real nsture of the mabterizl dealt 1ithl).

Unless it is to be vholly ompty, & theoretical discussion
of art and artistic stenderds rwust lead to end be fortified by referen-
cas to agtual pletures., Yet it is eaqually ‘true that mere ramking of
pictures in sumnosed order of nerit would be fruitless if no general
principles emerged from the study., The analogy with the nresent thesis
is close, and I propose to try the first nlan, proceeding from the
general to -the particudar,

The sced of fantasy lies in man's limitetions, of whatever
nature these may be, The natural tendency of an active and inouiring
intelligence is to expand its knovvledge and exnerience limitelessly in
all directions; it is only vhere barriers sare ‘encountered that the
tliought of surmounting them in imaginetion if not in reality can arise,

his thought is the 'germ of fantasys; the Intellectuals of the Skylark
of Valeron story could havg knovm almost nothing of famtasy; the desire
for an aprreciation of it would ha¥%e been quite alien to them.

» e

¥iewed in this light, it becomes equally clear that a
limited intelligence cannot have a true comprehension of fantasy unless
it is fully aware of the nature ang extent of "‘its linitations, This
is nost illuminating, for we know well that the average men, taking
his existence for grented and nlodding:faithiully through his daily
routines, is avare of lis linitetions only in a negative and unconsci-
ous way. TFor example, the imdgining of voyages to other planets, or’
to civilizations of the past or future, on evrth or far across the
Galaxy, X belongs properly to the realm of fantasy, The average man
has never had any active susnicion .thet such worlds and civilizations .
could ever exist, Nabturelly, then, he is ignorent of the limitations .
preventing our contact vithi such worlds 'end civilizations, This being
s0, he is indifferent to thce fantasy vhose very reason for cexistence
lics in truenscending these limitctions, end he can eesily diamiss all
such fantssies as 'nonsense! or 'trash!', I am surc that this is the-
basic explaenation: for the relative indifference of the general nubilic
to the ficlds of science cnd fantasy. fietion,

An important test of & hypothousis is its ability to explain
apperently unrelated or even contradictory deta, Let us see, then, if
supnosition explaining the adultts jindifference to fantasy will also
explain the child's well knovn love of it, in the form of féiry tales,
fables, snd such fantasy stories as 'Peter Pan', etc, I believe our
hypothesis rieets this test. Child2en live in atiorld neonled by giants,
twvo or three times their size, who imvwose discinline on them and other-
wise direct their lives, No groun cf humen beings can be nmore keenly
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avare of thelr limitations thab ¢hildren, who have also the advantage
of being new to life, hence cuyrious and vivacious, And these are tie
cualities we heve postulated as being essential for the comprehension
of and indeed the taste for fantasy, I think, then, that our hypo-
thesis may be regarded as largely valid, and I believe that it ney
also be of considerable use in the discuscion of the divergence bet-
ween thosec who are and ere not fentasy readers and fen,

S0 ruch for the basic theory. There remeins the second
part of our inquiry, where we pronose to discuss snecifi¢ fantasies
both to see whether they conform to our theory thet the basis of fan~
tasy lies in mants limitetions, and to evaluate if we can their aesth=-
etic qualitlies and emotlional appeal, Among confirmed fantasy readers
whose conscious or unconsclous cccentance of the fir st moint may be
more or less conceeded, it is the latter two factors which determine
the success or failure of cny given fantasy, Since these factors
are to a great extent & natter of individual teste, it is obvious
that our present analysis must leauve Eroom for numerous exceptions,
and will be in general of less swecific¢ value than our first investig-
ation, This in nowise »revents the discuscion from being interesting,
and wve feel no need to be aiscouvragé@d by such considerations,

Lord Dunsany's fantasy, "The King of Elflandts Daughter®,
o''es rmuch of its charn and anpeal to its utter unbcelievability, The
very fact that we have entered into & world denied to nortal flesh and
bone is 2lluring to the fantasy fan, in line vvith the basi¢ thecory of
fantasy we have prcviously discussed, Yet it is not cnough to allure
the reader into a fantastic wrorld, unless the world can be made inter-
esting, through charm, horror, or other neshs, In my case I have a
personel predeliction for those in vhich charm predominstes, as is the
case in "The ing of Elfdand's Beughter." Slight as the actual incide:
ts may be, the charm of its atnosvhere reinforces the story's delight-
ful unbelieveablility to give 1t high velue in my eyes,

E, R. Eddison's "The llorm Quroboros" is unlike any other
fantasy which I recall, in the conpleteness and loving thoroughness in
which his nebulous world is brought into imeginsry being, Heres in
contirast to Dunseny's story, the emotioncl anrceal lics in the vigorous
action end fabulous events, such es the Conjuring in the Iron Tover,
one of the most marvellous enisodes I have ever read, Yet once again,
vie realize hov wuch the very unbelicvebility of the story heightens
our enjoyment of it; once agelin vve vealk Torbidden ground our vnhysical
bodies may never tread,

Finelly, let us consider for a third case Fritz Leiber's
"Conjure Wife", vhich appeered in UNINOUN a year and a half ago, if T
remember correctly, /e knov. thet the lure of fentasy lies in 1ts
penetration of tines and places forever denied us by our limitations,
We have now to consider the type of fantasy, excemplified by "Conjure
Wife", a good deal of vhose power lies in its attempt to renove the
tforever!' from the previous sentence, e could not apnreciate "Conjure
Wife™ as a fentasy vithout knovwing that witcheraft lies beyond the
barrier of our limitstions, yet the surprising realness of the story
is aue in considerable mart to ite ability to suggest that that bvarrier
is not really where ve think it is, This is characteristic of an
important class of scicnecc fiction or fantasy storiles, yet once again
we see the importance of the fentasy rceder's avarcness that the barrio -
of his limitations docs exist, So from these cxamnles we may fairly
concludc that our oririnalk hynothcsis stends largely proven, OBD .
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Thouzhts on Vatching a Boilipng Solution of Coprer Sulfate
--~L,: R, Cheuvenet-~~

The white foszm on the blue green wave
Froths seething in the prisoning gless:
Bold into tenuvous air, and brave,

The vapors rise, the vavors vass,

Ve, too, Iike CusOy, find

The vorlé a wall about our life:

And each lone heert, eauch single mind,
Is torn an? GtLoaTod by bubbled strlfe.

Incessantly the thin funes rises -
Incessant viroush oul humen spsen
To unlknerm repione of the skies’
Ascend the tenuous hopes of man.
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CONDENSED TiIPRESSIONS: Fall Ileiling; Verious Postmeilings; and the
Snecial December (30th FAPA) llailing, all arbitrarily
considered together for Leureate recom. nurnoses,

Lditing ¢ Publishing: 1, Liebscher (Vramblings). 2. Searles (Fantasy
. Cormentators). 3.'Vatson (The Mad Luse)

Fiction: 1, Vollheim (Haunted Parlor), 2, R, Viright (Spawn of the
¢6d5), 3, Rothman (Ripening).

Nom-Fiction: ‘1, Stanley (Revista). 2: Searles (#cntesy Commentators)
e I‘iosmow,'ltﬂ (Fo“gotoen Clessice),

Art: "1, hcuson (cover Sanpho}. 2, Viedenbeck (cover Beyond).
3. kMcliano (illustration p 13 Sapnho).

Poetry: 1. Ho awerd, 2. Gray (iied lusej, 3. Lovmdes (Arkys Annels)

Humor: 1, Mo awarda 3. Stenley (p 20 PT, unéer En Gerde comments),
7. Searles (Junc 'Devil Sake the Findrmost in FC)

Best In liciling: 1, 7. Seerles (Pentesy Comnentetors). 2. Larry
Shew (Banskee ;'6). 3. HWorm Stenley (FenTods 58).

CRASS 2 PUBLICLTICHS (oau,uunéiqn)s June Fentcsy Commentator, ;f6
Gonshece . 2 Cushlenochrec, '

QIASS C PUBLICATICLS (uﬂchtlnLL“ zhad): Fentagy Piction Field Presents,
Jinus 1, Avcroynmous Civilicn, Lhe Macleus v5nr2, FAPA
Vegplety (Scnds & Dec ) 2 Savho 1+54  Valtts Uranblings Fall,
Tele of Hvang Fall, (Joke), Csllban +6. Paradox ;;8, Adam
Singlesheect, lilldy's Mag Fell, Pantw Raiser #1, 1A Open
Letter, Tag Line Musings, Star Bound "4k, 2Zizzlepop #3.
licSnoydt's Bulletin, ' 1

€lass D (bah): A Rouzine “1, Light #132, Star Bound Bookmark,
Guteto vinz., Beyond '3, Yngvi 'A4., Adulex Beskan Yotl 3
Slars-X, 41,

CLAGS B PUBLICATIONS: All items listed in FA vol 8 ;!s 1 and2, but’
not mentioned in the above 3 classes, "are included in the
vorthy & valuable B class, by far the mocst numerous class.

ADVT: See the Spring issue of SARDONYX for our coming feature article,
FAPAFTIE T'O0: The Weorth of the liembers to the FAPA during 194L: An
Assesgsment of 2l llembers! Contiivubtions during the wesst Year, - ADVT,




Sardonyx Viinter *L4 Bage Five

The Libersl Mind

This is an article which should nroverly be dedicated to
Drygzulch Doc and the FTleniascy the former, because of his oft~exprest
bewildermént by and scorn of the reactions of a liberal mind, and the
latter beceuse, asa-voletile extrendst, he has made remerks and state-
ments wholly at variance with the liberal philosovhy I try to profess.
The question can be of interest to FAPAfen only if they believe that
the political attitudes of US citizens, singly end collectively, must
inevitably play a prominent part in sheping the world of the future,

There is nothing about the liberal spirit which is especiale
ly novel, or designed to avpesl to the impstient or the extremists,
The escence of this spirit is siuply a sense of fair play, and a balance
of judgement, coupled with the netural human desire to see the conditi on
of men and the world he lives in improved to the meximum possible
extent, . . - -

The latter aim is surely unexceptionable, It is, instead,
for the first two factors that the liberal must suffer the abuse of
extremists, Because the liberal believes in balanced judgement rather
then ths fervor of faith, he is bitterly condemned by enthusiasts of
various dognes anéd creeds, Becsuse his beliefs are based on such
reliable information as he can obtein, he necessarily alters them on
discovery of more trustvorthy reports, or on learning of the unrellabe
ility of previous news, For this, he is violently asesailed by those
whose emotional cammitments meke it Impossible for them to acknowledge
the possible failure of their perticular dogma,

The liberal mind is intrinsically skeptical of all extreme
claing and statenents; and the principle of tolerance vwhich so many
todey hold in scorn, 1s to the liberal perhaps the cardinal virtue,
This in turn is responsible for the basic misconception of the liberal
attitude vhich confuses such men ss Lowndes or Laney, Their efror is
in supposing that becauvse the liversl seeks to maintain a bslance of
judgenent, he is unable to judge, and that because he is an advocate of
tolerance, he is helpless in the face of evil, Doubtless there are
liberals of whom this is nore or less true, but nothing could be a more
mistaken judgement of the truly liberal spirit, I hesitate to offer
myself as & representative liberel, for I em too sware of my various
shortcomings, but perhaps I will dQ for a few illustrations,

The essence of taolersnce as & liberal sees if is not that
nome are condenmed, but thst none are condemned without a hearing or
upon unjust grounds, I consider mysell tolerant, but this does not
nean that anyone mey with impunity be offensive to or injure me, or
those near ne, And on 2 larger scale I unhesitatingly condemn those
who have perpetrated the deeds kKnovu to heve been commited by the-
German and Japanese armies: all perticipants, and all respomsible,
deserve death alone, This is the fist of steel the libersgl does not
hesitate to vrield,

It is nore orx less obvious thet no non-liberals will be
converted by these brief remerks, What is possible, and hoped for,
is that some of our radiccl brethrem, and sucn forthright citizens sas
FTL, will at least see thet the liberal positicm, vhetever other flews
they may find in it, is at least logicelly self~-consistent, and does
meke a sincere attempt, in its own x wey, to contribute to the "better~
ment of menkind'" whick i 1 g h t meke the future Utopian,
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IT SAYS . HERE

SARDONYX ;- Spring 1944, p2, *Bronsom,......faded back to the outer
circle, an onlooker and dallying emateur only,..,..*

FAN-DANGO, Summer 1944, P9, "....0n Bronson, T feel you are nistcken,
I have goétten 0 kno - Phil ovltc well, ond certainly can
SGC 1O JhstlflcutiOH_LOV ¢u1ling le.”’ﬂ onlooker and
dellying ameteur only,",......0on £pril 1L Bronson hes
publishud@ four fenzincs in Sour nonths,...not yet missed
s s & meoting of Tho Outsiders (vhich meuns en esvercee of
: three evenings & veek,.,.) and recently staged the Second
Sente lonicon,,.."

CUSPTJJDCH?AH, Sent, 19%4L, »5,. %,,...are you evare af the fact that
IR, Bronson is no longer interestéd inm fendom? Lre you
. aware iliat Dronsow hasntt becn neer the TASFS for over
SO PEESN , T, 5, ¢ :

Editoriel comaent: Tepcfile is end rust be based on fepactivity, y'km

The Philosophy of Games

It is a curious feature of the intellectual or pseudo-
intellectual vorld,in whiceh & number of our members try to maintsin
junior menbverships, to look with scorn unon gaes and sports of &ll
kinds., It is interesting, in the somewhet gketchy backgrounds our
avthors uvsuslily glven, to see thet there 'is often a refleétion of this
attitude in the 1ﬂ&51nou state of future civilizetions. ¥ilss, All
Thinking!" is a well Iknovm and glorious burlescue on .the type of story
which imagines intellectual advencerient to be the chief desideratum in
any visioned future stute, Occesionslly ve sre piven glinvces of
poscible future spovrts, &s neteor ball for -spacenen, or the glorified

aerial nolo of “Ra for the Rajah,® but almost no one has given us& any
real idee of the @tiitudes of fL‘u”e citizens towards gemes and sports
in genersl,  True, tig Ilsrtien love of chess is well Xnown, but what

o“ Carth? Only Heinkein hes vouschefed us .eany g£Yimpse, in the form
LazarLS‘Long¢s sunerninbell ~udrets, Hovevér refined and amusing

f

th 0¥ be, they sre obviously only tri: 11n; diversions, -end ve are
stlll le?t 17ith no clesr clue to the stetus of resl smorts end games
in future '%uﬁercwv1lmzat10ns. I think this status will bd surpris-

ingly high,

The-velue ol all conpeiitive gemes &nd snorts is that they
reproduce the conditions of life in ninisture ¢nd ofted in & much more
satisfying wey, Life is a strange, Queer game plaeyed for murposes none
of us cén be sure he understands, and under rules often baffling, or
soretimes indeed unknovn. The netw sl instinet to exert onets powers-
to the full is thus frustreted and most of us pley, the game of 1life
with nore or less lhesitation and ¢ greaet desl of uncertainty,

It is the sunremne advantage of sports and games other than
those depending mnurely on chance thet each is'e chellenge to us on cer-
tain definite grounds, anc thet in accepting eny such challenge we-
have the ov»nortunity to .niert our maxinum intellectual or nhysical
powers in certein specirlfic ways, without any nerslyzing uncertainty
as_to the rulec ol the gre. or the ain of our exertions. DBecsuse I
believe thie owwortuuity is highly veluable, I &lso believe no, truly
human civilizetion can afiord To ne-lect 1ts sports and genes,
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Famndom and the Future of Mankind

Raymond Vashington, who in my opinion is rapidly becoming
one of our nore worthwhile memberwy, has written interestingly of .the
"Ideals of Fandom" in ;6 Banshee, In so doing he has crystallized my
until now rather nebulous intention of writing this erticle in an at-
tempt not merely to show why I disagree with certain of Raym'!s views,
but also to offer something in the viay of discussion of the various
conflicting views of fandom and its place in our lives and our society
vhich various fen have voiced at verious times and nlaces, Of course,
an informal article of this sort malkes no pretensions of completeness;
I will nmention merely those points of view which seem sufficiently ine
teresting to discuss,

The presence of vearious cyniecs and iconaclasts among the
ranks of fandem hes at times eoniused the is~ue, but I think the basie
trend has chiefly been toviards & division between thoese who believe
that fandom in part or in whole ccn cccomnlish scomething towards the
betterment orf mankind, and those who hold that fandom is strictly and
solely a hobby, of no more potentisl social utility thah the collecting
of buttons or beerbottles,

The advocates of the former thesis have often made themselves
ridiculous, as Degler usefully reminded us, In & more moderate fomm,
such as Raym gives us in his reccnt Banshee article, it is capable of
intelligent defense; the srgument "Iandom needs & purpose and a goal,"
is at lecst as tenable a pronosition es is its negation®, though it is
the sort of statement which ®k will be agreed or disagreed with more
because of prior enotional commitments than cereful Jjudgement.

The 'fandon is but a hodbuy, nothing more! school of thought
at present seems to outnunber the vislionary 'reformers.'! This is due
in large part to the realizetion of veteran fen that our common
interest in fantesy end sciencefiction does not in the least Imply
necessary comnon interests in other fields, For this reasgn, all
attenpts to unily fandom for collective action have heen more or less
thorouch Tliops.

To me it seem%%%% pertake of both these views simultaneously,
without any conflict, It is virtually undenicble that the chief present
value of fandom is strictly &s a hobly, &nd vve are gene.ally agreed that
to center one's life on fendom ig & serious personal blunder tending in
the long run to impoverish insteed o1 enrich the individualts life,

Yet when tnis is granted, it still seens to rne perfectly legitimate to
hope that among the ranks of fendom mey be found sufficient like-mind-

ed Ten to play some part, however srsll, in promoting the betterment
of the world we live in,

Iy idea of fandom, then, is primarily as a hobby which need
have no high purpose vhatever to justify itself; but secondarily, as a
hobby unique in the intellectual stimuletion it provides, and the pos-
sibility, however faint, of its someday offering & means of action
towards the much-to-be desired 'improvement of the world,'

«DVI Read the gala Spring issue of SARDONYX, featuring asmong other
star attractions a lengthy article on "The Poets and Poetry of Fandom,™
Sec your favorite poct lumbustodw and torn to shreds! ILearn that your
dearest enenmy wwrites better verse than you! Don't niss this sensation-
ol coming attraction: Poy your FAP. ducs et once (or even twicel) ADVT
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Peg: WIght Tirser Thb Sarcouy:

Thw Listening Post

From "A Dictionary of ... Pickpocket Eloguence" . (1811) sas
partially reprinted in the January '4L5 iscue of ENCORE wa agonizedly
cuote the rfollowing shocking defénition: _

FEN: A4 bawd, or comaon nrostihtute.
Ulyp!
¥ fy K

. Langley Searles, setting an exampls we wish other FAPAfe--er,
FiPAfans would follow, has contributeé& an item of intereat to. this
intermittent column, Jokn Freemen is talking, and has this to say:

"Criticism is not & science, else youns men night learn ity
nor an attitude, else o0ld men might grow perfect in it; rether it is
en adventure celling for & touch of gallentry, a touch of forbearance,
a gentle use of logic & free recourse to imagination, and no more
than-the faintest hint of dogmatlsm."

b Thanks, Langley,
*I‘.,* . y
"Ihoever claims capacity, should attempt to produce a result,
Nelther originality nor the lack of it, not the ablllty to execute 7
task if-one wanted to, nor the C”ltl“ism of the works of others, nor
courage, self- confidence or a feeling of superiority count, but solely
the final achievement v

| -=~Emanuel Lesker.
LR
BN 3

Tt wag not until his life wes in danger agein that he
forgot his unhappiness,it’ :

) ---C, S, Forester.
0h, now! now! now'" she cried, "I want you to love me now,,"
"Between five znd six o'clock 1n the morning I love no one,"
he replied rirmly,

o8

-

Conceoit sets & linit to wisdon,®

~-~Curt Siodmak,

L R

"Boom Sleep' (am artificially induced hyvnotic slumber mark-
ed by erotic dreams) *"came to 2 populaetion that preferred the race of
projected .shadows on a screen to pleays by iiving performers---as it
preferred “motering” to walking or horseback riding; to a people who
in the main did not know the difference between a radioc and s musical
imstrument; tQ a population congratulating itself on the substitution
of obstructed coitus for procreation and posterity,.and SCQrcely
notlclng that therebv anys hlng was lost,"

: : -==li, C. Large,
> - - *;*

¥

LDVT Don'%.niss’ Supsrh Widneficti-gover. on gala, Spring izsue of Sard!iD



